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abused alien extranjero que es víctima de malos tratos 
abused immigrant spouses  cónyuges inmigrantes maltratadas; víctimas de 

abusos; víctimas de malos tratos 

Academic Training 
This type of training is for students on a J 
1 visa. The training is similar to students on an F 
1 visa doing the Optional Professional Training 
(OPT). However, academic training is only for J 1 
visa holders. 

capacitación académica 

Acquired Citizenship 
Citizenship bestowed at birth on children who are 
born overseas to U.S. citizen parent(s). 

ciudadanía  adquirida 

Act 
Act means the “Immigration and Nationality Act” 
(or INA), as amended. 

Ley 

ACWIA 
American Competitiveness and Workforce 
Improvement Act of 1998. 

Ley de competitividad y mejoramiento de la 
fuerza laboral 

Adjudication 
The term describing the USCIS process of 
reviewing and processing applications and 
petitions. 

Juzgamiento 

Adjustment of Immigrant Status 
A process that permits a number of foreigners 
who are already in the United States to apply for 
immigrant status. Foreigners who enter the United 
States as nonimmigrants, refugees, or parolees 
might have their status altered to that of legal 
permanent resident if they are qualified to obtain 
an immigrant visa and one is available right 
away. If the status is changed successfully, the 
alien is considered an immigrant as of the date of 
the adjustment regardless if the alien may have 
been in the United States for a long period of 
time. 

Juzgamiento de la calidad migratoria 

Adjustment to Immigrant Status - Procedure 
allowing certain aliens already in the United 
States to apply for immigrant status. Aliens 
admitted to the United States in a nonimmigrant, 
refugee, or parolee category may have their 
status changed to that of lawful permanent 
resident if they are eligible to receive an 
immigrant visa and one is immediately available. 
In such cases, the alien is counted as an 
immigrant as of the date of adjustment, even 
though the alien may have been in the United 
States for an extended period of time. Beginning 
in October 1994, section 245(i) of the INA allowed 
illegal residents who were eligible for immigrant 
status to remain in the United States and adjust to 

modificación de la calidad migratoria 
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permanent resident status by applying at an INS 
office and paying an additional penalty fee. 
Section 245(i) is no longer available unless the 
alien is the beneficiary of a petition under section 
204 of the Act or of an application for a labor 
certification under section 212(a) (5) (A), filed 
before January 15, 1998. Prior to October 1994, 
most illegal residents were required to leave the 
United States and acquire a visa abroad from the 
Department of State as they are again now. 

Admission 
Admission in immigration terms is related to the 
lawful entry into the United States after inspection 
and authorization by an immigration officer. Note 
that admission does excludes a person who is 
paroled or permitted to land temporarily. 

admisión [al país] 

Admission Number or I-94 Number 
The particular 11-digit number is found on your 
Arrival-Departure Record (Form I-94). card, which 
will change every time you enter the Unites 
States. Remember to give this card back once 
your leave the U.S. so there is a record of your U.S. 
entry and departure.  

número de admisión 

Adoption 
See Orphan. 

 

Advance parole 
The term used for legal permission to leave the 
United States and re enter during the adjustment 
of the individuals status procedures. 

libertad condicional anticipada, libertad 
preparatoria anticipada 

advice of rights (Form I-294)  aviso de derechos; notificación de derechos 
(Formulario I-294) 

advisal of rights  aviso de derechos; notificación de derechos 

Affidavit of Support 
The affidavit of support is a sworn document 
provided by an individual who will provide 
financial support to an alien that seek to adjust 
existing status or enter the United States. In some 
cases, the Affidavit of Support is required and 
needs to be included as a part of the petition 
process. There are two Affidavits of Support: Form 
I864 and Form 1134. The law and regulations must 
be consulted to learn the appropriate use and 
requirements for each. 

afidávit de sustento 

affirmative asylum process  proceso de asilo afirmativo 
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Aggravated Felon 
The description of an individual who has been 
convicted of any of numerous crimes set forth in 
INA Section 101(a) (43), 8 USC Section 1101. 
Aggravated felon status creates numerous 
substantive and procedural disabilities with 
respect to asylum, admissibility, removal, judicial 
review, etc., as set forth in INA Sections 298, 212, 
237  242, 8 USC Sections 1158, 1182. 

reincidente agravado 

aggregate term of imprisonment  pena de prisión total; periodo total de reclusión 

Agricultural Worker 
An agricultural worker is a foreign worker who is 
coming to the United States to carry out 
agricultural work or services, as defined by the 
Secretary of Labor, for a temporary period of 
time as a nonimmigrant. As a nonimmigrant class 
of admission, an alien coming temporarily to the 
United States to perform agricultural labor or 
services, as defined by the Secretary of Labor. 

obrero agrícola 

AILA 
Abbreviation for American Immigration Lawyers 
Association. 

 

Alien (Non-citizen) 
Any person who is not a citizen or national of the 
United States of America; foreigner. 

extranjero 

Alien Registration Number ("A" Number)/Alien ID 
Number/or Alien Number 
A unique 7-, 8- or 9-digit number assigned to a 
non-citizen at the time his/her A-file is 
created. 

número de inscripción 

Aliens Previously Removed 
A term used to describe the inadmissibility for 
individuals previously removed from anywhere 
between 5 to 20 years, depending upon the 
circumstances of each case. INA Section 212(a) 
(9) (A), 8 USC Section 1182. 

extranjero con antecedentes de expulsión 

alternate order of removal  orden reemplazante de expulsión forzosa 

Amerasian (Vietnam) 
Immigrant visas are granted to Amerasians under 
Public Law 100202 (Act of 12/22/87). This law 
grants aliens who are born in Vietnam after 
January 1, 1962, and before January 1, 1976 
admission to the United States provided he/she 
was fathered by a U.S. citizen. The alien may be 
accompanied by spouses, children, and parents 
or guardians. 

Ameriasiático (vietnamita) 
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Amerasian Act 
Public Law 97359 (Act of 10/22/82) that permits 
certain Amerasian children to immigrate to the 
United States. An alien must have been born in 
Cambodia, Korea, Laos, Thailand, or Vietnam 
after December 31, 1950, and before October 
22, 1982, and have been fathered by a U.S. 
citizen for him/her to meet the requirements for 
benefits under this law. 

Ley de ameriasiáticos 

annual limit  límite annual 
Anti-Discrimination Notice 
The Anti-Discrimination Notice is published by the 
Office of Special Counsel for Immigration Related 
Unfair Employment Practices, Department of 
Justice and provides information to employees 
concerning discrimination in the workplace. The 
Basic Pilot Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
requires participating employers to display both 
the English and Spanish versions of this notice in a 
prominent place that is clearly visible to 
prospective 
employees.  

Aviso anti-descriminativo 

Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act  Ley de Antiterrorismo y Aplicación de la Pena de 
Muerte 

Applicant 
The individual applying for visa, change of status 
or citizenship. 

solicitante 

applicant appears genuinely afraid of 
persecution  

el solicitante manifiesta un temor genuino de 
persecución 

applicant for admission  solicitante de admisión 
applicant for political asylum  solicitante de asilo político 
application  solicitud 
application for adjustment of status  solicitud de cambio de clasificación 
application for admission  solicitud de admisión 
application for cancellation of removal for certain 
non-permanent residents EOIR 42-B  

solicitud de cancelación del traslado para ciertos 
inmigrantes no permanentes EOIR 42-B 

application for cancellation of removal for certain 
permanent residents EOIR 42-A  

solicitud de cancelación del traslado para ciertos 
inmigrantes permanentes EOIR 42-A 

Application for Immigrant Visa and Alien 
Registration 
The procedures for applying for immigrant status 
through a U.S. consulate. 

solicitud de registro como extranjero y visa de 
inmigrante 
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Application Support Centers 
USCIS applications for Naturalization or to Register 
Permanent Residence or Adjust Status 
necessitate the USCIS to carry out a FBI fingerprint 
background check on the applicant. Most 
applicants that require a background check 
have to be present for one at a specific 
Application Support Center (ASC) or Designated 
Law Enforcement Agency (DLEA) for 
fingerprinting purposes. 

Application Support Centers - INS Offices 
fingerprint applicants for immigration benefits. 
Some INS applications, such as the Application 
for Naturalization or the Application to Register 
Permanent Residence or Adjust Status, require 
the INS to conduct a FBI fingerprint background 
check on the applicant. Most applicants that 
require a background check will be scheduled to 
appear at a specific Application Support Center 
(ASC) or Designated Law Enforcement Agency 
(DLEA) for fingerprinting. 

 

Apprehension 

Apprehension refers to arresting a removable 
foreigner by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Each apprehension of the 
same alien in a fiscal year is counted separately. 

aprehensión 

arrival categories  categorías de llegada 
arrival date  fecha de llegada; fecha de arribo 
arriving alien  extranjero que llega 
Article 3 of the Torture Convention  artículo 3 de la Convención sobre la Tortura 

ASC 
Abbreviation for INS/USCIS Application Support 
Center 
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asylee  

Asylee 
A foreigner in the United States or at a port of 
entry who is established to be incapable or 
reluctant to go back to his or her country of 
nationality, or to ask for the protection from that 
country because of persecution or a well 
substantiated fear of persecution. The reasons for 
fear of persecution have to be the foreigner’s 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a 
unique social group, or political views. The 
country of nationality is considered to be the 
country in which the foreigner most recently lived 
for those without any nationality. Asylees are 
entitled to adjust to the legal permanent resident 
category after one year of continuous presence 
in the United States. This category is limited to 
10,000 adjustments per fiscal year. 

Asylee - An alien in the United States or at a port 
of entry who is found to be unable or unwilling to 
return to his or her country of nationality, or to 
seek the protection of that country because of 
persecution or a well-founded fear of 
persecution. Persecution or the fear thereof must 
be based on the alien’s race, religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular social group, or 
political opinion. For persons with no nationality, 
the country of nationality is considered to be the 
country in which the alien last habitually resided. 
Asylees are eligible to adjust to lawful permanent 
resident status after one year of continuous 
presence in the United States. These immigrants 
are limited to 10,000 adjustments per fiscal year. 

asilado 

asylee application  solicitud de asilo 
asylee status  condición de asilado, calidad de asilado, 

categoría de asilado, característica de asilado 
asylum officer  funcionario encargado de solicitudes de asilo 
Attorney General of the US  Procurador General de Justicia de los EEUU, 

Ministro de Justicia de los EEUU 
authorized fingerprinting center  centro autorizado de huellas digitales 
authorized fingerprinting office  oficina autorizada de huellas digitales 
Authorized Worker  
An individual who is allowed to work legally in the 
United States. 

trabajador autorizado  

automated nationwide system for immigration 
review  

sistema nacional automatizado para la revisión de 
inmigración 

automated scheduling  programación automatizada 
bars to asylum  impedimentos al asilo 
Basic Pilot Participation Notice 
The Basic Pilot Notice informs perspective 
employees that an organization is participating in 
the Basic Pilot Program. The Basic Pilot 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) requires 

Aviso de participación en el programa piloto 
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participating employers to display both the 
English and Spanish versions of this notice in a  
prominent place that is clearly visible to 
prospective employees. 

Basic Pilot Program 
The Basic Pilot is a voluntary program in which 
employment eligibility of all newly hired 
employees can be confirmed after the 
Employment Eligibility Verification (Form I-9) has 
been completed.  
The program involves separate verification 
checks of databases maintained by the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) and the Department 
of Homeland 
Security (DHS). 

Programa Piloto Básico 

battered  golpeado, golpeada 
battered child  niño golpeado 
battered spouse  esposa golpeada 
battered spouse waiver  exención para la esposa golpeada 
battered spouse/child relief  reparación para la esposa o niño golpeados 

BCIS 
BCIS stands for the Bureau of Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. 

Oficina de Servicios de Ciudadanía e Inmigración 

Beneficiaries 
Foreigners who obtain lawful immigration statuses 
as a result of their relationship to U.S. citizens, 
lawful permanent residents, or U.S. employers. 

Beneficiaries - Aliens on whose behalf a U.S. 
citizen, legal permanent resident, or employer 
have filed a petition for such aliens to receive 
immigration benefits from the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. Beneficiaries generally 
receive a lawful status as a result of their 
relationship to a U.S. citizen, lawful permanent 
resident, or U.S. employer. 

beneficiarios 

BIA 
Abbreviation for Board of Immigrant Appeals. 

Junta de apelación migratoria 

Bona Fide 
Genuine or authentic. 

auténtico 
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Border Crosser 
Border crosser is a foreign resident who reenters 
the United States after being not present for less 
than six months in Canada or Mexico. It also 
refers to a nonresident alien who reenters the 
United States via the Canadian border for stays 
that are less than six months or across the 
Mexican border for stays that are less than 72 
hours. 

Border Crosser - An alien resident of the United 
States reentering the country after an absence of 
less than six months in Canada or Mexico, or a 
nonresident alien entering the United States 
across the Canadian border for stays of no more 
than six months or across the Mexican border for 
stays of no more than 72 hours. 

el que cruza la frontera; cruzafronteras 

Border Patrol Sector - Any one of 21 geographic 
areas into which the United States is divided for 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service’s 
Border Patrol activities. 

Sector de la patrulla fronteriza 

Business Nonimmigrant 
A foreigner who enters the United States on a 
temporary basis to take part in commercial deals 
that do not involve lucrative work in the United 
States such as someone who is involved in 
international commerce on behalf of a foreign 
company.  

Business Nonimmigrant - An alien coming 
temporarily to the United States to engage in 
commercial transactions which do not involve 
gainful employment in the United States, i.e., 
engaged in international commerce on behalf of 
a foreign firm, not employed in the U.S. labor 
market, and receives no salary from U.S. sources. 

no-inmigrante comercial 

Cancellation of Removal 
It’s a legal procedure undertaken in front of an 
immigration judge in order to adjust the status of 
a foreigner from deportable to a legal 
permanent resident. 

Cancellation of Removal - A discretionary benefit 
adjusting an alien’s status from that of 
deportable alien to one lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence. Application for 
cancellation of removal is made during the 
course of a hearing before an immigration judge. 

Cancelación de expulsión 

Case Verification Number 
The Case Verification Number is a unique number 
obtained from the Basic Pilot system. 

 

central address file  archivo central de direcciones 
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Certificate of Citizenship 
It is a legal document that is issued to derivative 
citizens and foreigners who obtained U.S. 
citizenship in order to prove identity and U.S. 
citizenship. 

Certificate of Citizenship - Identity document 
proving U.S. citizenship. Certificates of citizenship 
are issued to derivative citizens and to persons 
who acquired U.S. citizenship (see definitions for 
Acquired and Derivative Citizenship). 

certificado de ciudadanía 

Certificate of Naturalization 
An official document which is issued by the 
Department of Homeland Security. The certificate 
is the proof that an individual has become a U.S. 
citizen (naturalized) after immigration to the 
United States. 

certificado de naturalización 

Change of Status 
The application process of changing status from 
one immigration status to another immigration 
status. 

cambio de categoría, cambio de calidad 

changed circumstances  circunstancias distintas, diferentes 
Chargeability: The independent country to which 
an immigrant entering under the preference 
system is accredited for purposes of numerical 
limitations. 

correspondencia nacional con respecto a las 
limitaciones numéricas de extranjeros admitidos 
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Child 
The term generally refers to unmarried persons 
who are under age 21. There are many types of 
children:  

• Born within a marriage  
• Stepchildren, but only if the child was 

under 18 years of age when the marriage 
that created the stepchild relationship 
took place  

• A legitimated child if the child was 
legitimated while in the legal custody of 
the legitimating parent  

• An adopted child under age 16 who has 
lived in the lawful custody of the adopting 
parents for a minimum of 2 years since 
adoption  

• An orphan under age 16 years who has 
been adopted overseas by a U.S. citizen 
or who is coming to the United States for 
adoption by a U.S. citizen  

Child - Generally, an unmarried person under 21 
years of age who is: a child born in wedlock; a 
stepchild, provided that the child was under 18 
years of age at the time that the marriage 
creating the stepchild relationship occurred; a 
legitimated child, provided that the child was 
legitimated while in the legal custody of the 
legitimating parent; a child born out of wedlock, 
when a benefit is sought on the basis of its 
relationship with its mother, or to its father if the 
father has or had a bona fide relationship with 
the child; a child adopted while under 16 years of 
age who has resided since adoption in the legal 
custody of the adopting parents for at least 2 
years; or an orphan, under 16 years of age, who 
has been adopted abroad by a U.S. citizen or 
has an immediate-relative visa petition submitted 
in his/her behalf and is coming to the United 
States for adoption by a U.S. citizen. 

hijo 

CIS 
The abbreviation for "Citizenship and Immigration 
Services". See BCIS or USCIS. 

 

Citizenship 
Normally citizenship describes the country that a 
person is born in. However, a person can change 
citizenship in a process called naturalization. 

Citizenship: The country in which a person is born 
(and has not renounced or lost citizenship) or 
naturalized and to which that person owes 
allegiance and by which he or she is entitled to 
be protected. 

ciudadanía 
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Civil Surgeons 
Doctors trained and certified by the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Service. These are 
the doctors you should go to if USCIS asks you for 
immigration examinations.  

Cirujanos civiles 

claimed status review  revisión de la condición reclamada 
clear and convincing evidence  prueba patente y convincente 
clear, convincing and unequivocal evidence  prueba inequívoca, patente y convincente 
clearly and beyond a doubt  claramente y sin que haya una duda 
conditional grant  otorgamiento condicional 

Conditional Resident 
Conditional residents are those foreigners who 
have conditional permanent resident status such 
as the spouse of an American citizen. They are 
usually required to formally request the 
elimination of the set conditions before the 
second anniversary of the approval of his or her 
conditional status. 

Conditional Resident - Any alien granted 
permanent resident status on a conditional basis 
(e.g., a spouse of a U.S. citizen; an immigrant 
investor), who is required to petition for the 
removal of the set conditions before the second 
anniversary of the approval of his or her 
conditional status. 

inmigrante condicional 

considered a danger to the community  considerado un peligro para la comunidad 

Consul 
A diplomat appointed by the United States 
government to protect its commercial interests 
and help its citizens in a foreign country . The 
consul is also responsible for issuing visas to non 
U.S. citizens who wish to travel to the United 
States. 

cónsul 

Consular Processing 
This is the application process an alien goes 
through to apply for permanent residency at a 
U.S. Consulate in his or her home country. The 
applicant must have an approved I140 in 
addition to an immigrant number. 

proceso consular 

Consulate 
Official United States government office located 
in foreign country. Consulates deal with foreign 
trade and visa issues. Consulates are normally 
located in major cities. 

consulado 

contempt of court  contumacia; rebeldía; desacato 
continuance residence  residencia continua 
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Continuity of Residence 
When an alien is seeking U.S. residency, an 
absence of more than one year will 
automatically lead to a break of the continuity of 
the alien’s residence. The consequences of 
breaking the continuity is that the alien must 
begin the process all over again. While an 
applicant can get permission to leave the U.S. 
during the residency period, it is generally not 
recommended to do so. 

continuidad residencial 

continuous physical presence presencia física continua 

Conviction 
The process of a formal judgment of guilt entered 
by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

condenación 

Country of 

• Birth: The country a person is born  
• Citizenship: It’s either the country where a 

person is born who have not given up or 
lost his/ her citizenship or the country of a 
person who is naturalized.  

• Former Allegiance: It’s the former country 
of a person who became a citizen of the 
United States through naturalization or 
derivative citizenship.  

• (Last) Residence: The last country where a 
foreigner lived before coming into the 
United States.  

• Nationality: The country of a person’s 
citizenship  

país de 
 
nacimiento 
ciudadanía 
 
nacionalidad 

CPT 
CPT stands for Curricular Practical Training. CPT is 
a description for off campus work permission 
granted to foreigners going to school or university 
in the U.S. where the work is a part of an 
internship. 

Capacitación práctica 

credible fear review  revisión del temor creíble 
crewman  tripulante 

Crewman 
An alien who serves in a capacity obligatory for 
typical operations and service on board of a 
vessel or airplane. 

Crewman - A foreign national serving in a 
capacity required for normal operations and 
service on board a vessel or aircraft. Crewmen 
are admitted for twenty-nine days, with no 
extensions. Two categories of crewmen are 
defined in the INA: D1, departing from the United 
States with the vessel or aircraft on which he 
arrived or some other vessel or aircraft; and D2, 

tripulante 
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departing from Guam with the vessel on which 
he arrived. 

criminal aliens  extranjeros delincuentes 

CSC 
Abbreviation for California Service Center 

 

Cuban/Haitian Entrant - Status accorded 1) 
Cubans who entered illegally or were paroled 
into the United States between April 15, 1980, and 
October 10, 1980, and 2) Haitians who entered 
illegally or were paroled into the country before 
January 1, 1981. Cubans and Haitians meeting 
these criteria who have continuously resided in 
the United States since before January 1, 1982, 
and who were known to the INS before that date, 
may adjust to permanent residence under a 
provision of the Immigration Control and Reform 
Act of 1986. 

Cuban/Haitian Entrant: Cubans who came into 
the United States unlawfully or were paroled into 
the United States between April 15, 1980, and 
October 10, 1980, and Haitians who came into 
the United States unlawfully and were paroled 
into the country before January 1, 1981. Cubans 
and Haitians who have lived in the United States 
since before January 1, 1982, and who were 
recognized by U.S. immigration authorities before 
that date may change to permanent residents.  

Migrado cubano/haitiano 

custody redetermination hearing  audiencia de redeterminación de custodia 
defensive asylum process  proceso de asilo defensivo 
deferred action  acción diferida 

Deferred Inspection 
See Parolee. 

 

deferred sentence  sentencia diferida; sentencia suspendida; dictado 
de pena diferido 

Department of State 
The Department of State is an Executive Branch 
Department with jurisdiction over non domestic 
issues. It is the government agency responsible for 
managing the United States foreign affairs. 

Departamento de Estado  
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Departure under Safeguards 
The physical observation of an unlawful foreigner 
departing the United Sates by a U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement officer. 

Departure Under Safeguards - The departure of 
an illegal alien from the United States which is 
physically observed by an Immigration and 
Naturalization Service official. 

Salida controlada 

Dependent 
An official term used on the spouse and children 
of the principal applicant. 

familiares a cargo del solicitante 

Deportable Alien 
A deportable alien is anybody who entered the 
United States illegally or legally, but breached the 
terms of his/ her classification or status later on. 

Deportable Alien - An alien in and admitted to 
the United States subject to any grounds of 
removal specified in the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. This includes any alien illegally in 
the United States, regardless of whether the alien 
entered the country by fraud or 
misrepresentation or entered legally but 
subsequently violated the terms of his or her 
nonimmigrant classification or status. 

extranjero en condión de departación 

Deportation 
Deportation is the legal act of removing an alien 
from the United States after he/she has been 
found removable for infringing the immigration 
laws. Deportation is ordered by an immigration 
judge without any kind of punishment.  

Deportation - The formal removal of an alien from 
the United States when the alien has been found 
removable for violating the immigration laws. 
Deportation is ordered by an immigration judge 
without any punishment being imposed or 
contemplated. Prior to April 1997 deportation 
and exclusion were separate removal 
procedures. The Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 consolidated 
these procedures. After April 1, 1997, aliens in and 
admitted to the United States may be subject to 
removal based on deportability. 

deportación 
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Derivative Citizenship 
U.S. citizenship passed on to children through the 
naturalization of parents or to foreign born 
children adopted by U.S. citizen parents. 

Derivative Citizenship - Citizenship conveyed to 
children through the naturalization of parents or, 
under certain circumstances, to foreign-born 
children adopted by U.S. citizen parents, 
provided certain conditions are met. 

ciudadanía derivada 

derivative status  condición derivada 
Designated Agent 
A Designated Agent is an organization 
appointed by the Department of Homeland 
Security 
(DHS) and Social Security Administration (SSA) to 
initiate the Basic Pilot verification 
procedures on behalf of employers in 
accordance with the Basic Pilot manual and 
Basic Pilot  
Web-Based tutorial. The Designated Agent 
produces the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to be signed by participating parties and 
using necessary equipment, the Designated  
Agent queries the automated system using 
information supplied by the employer and 
immediately communicates responses back to 
the employer. Further, the Designated Agent  
provides the employer with all required notices as 
prescribed within the MOU. 

agente designado 

DHS 
Abbreviation for Department of Homeland 
Security 

 

DHS No Show 
An official response received by the employer 
when the subject employee has not contacted 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to 
resolve his/her case and 10 Federal Government 
workdays have passed since the date of referral. 
The "No Show" response is considered a “Final 
Nonconfirmation”. 

incompareciente  

discretionary relief  reparación discrecional 
Discrimination 
Adverse treatment of individuals based on group 
identity. In employment situations, 
discrimination is defined as differential treatment 
based on individual characteristics, such 
as race or gender that are unrelated to 
productivity or performance. 

descriminación 
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District 
Geographic regions into which the United States 
and its territories are divided for Immigration and 
Naturalization Services’ purposes. 

District - Geographic areas into which the United 
States and its territories are divided for the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service’s field 
operations or one of three overseas offices 
located in Rome, Bangkok, and Mexico City. 
Each District Office, headed by a District Director, 
has a specified service area that may include 
part of a state, an entire state, or many states. 
District Offices are where most INS field staff are 
located. District Offices are responsible for 
providing certain immigration services and 
benefits to people resident in their service area, 
and for enforcing immigration laws in that 
jurisdiction. Certain applications are filed directly 
with District Offices, many kinds of interviews are 
conducted at these Offices, and INS staff is 
available to answer questions, provide forms, etc. 

distrito 

diversion program  programa educativo o de trabajo para reos bajo 
régimen de libertad condicional 

Diversity 
A category of immigrants from underrepresented 
countries and countries unfavorably affected by 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
Amendments of 1965. The main goal of diversity 
visas is to increase immigrants from such 
countries. 

Diversity - A category of immigrants replacing the 
earlier categories for nationals of 
underrepresented countries and countries 
adversely "affected" by the Immigration and 
Nationality Act Amendments of 1965 (P.L. 89-236). 
The annual limit on diversity immigration was 
40,000 during fiscal years 1992-94, under a 
transitional diversity program, and 55,000 
beginning in fiscal year 1995, under a permanent 
diversity program. 

diversidad 

Diversity Country 
The description of a country that has low rates of 
immigration to the United States. The citizens of a 
diversity country can enter in the diversity visa 
program. 

 

Diversity Immigrant Visa Program 
The United States Government issues 50,000 
Green Cards every year through the Diversity 
Immigrant Visa Program, commonly known as the 
Green Card Lottery. Applicants are selected 
randomly by a computer-generated drawing 
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Docket Control 
The USCIS means for following the case status of 
possible removable foreigners. 

 

Docket Control - The INS mechanism for tracking 
the case status of potentially removable aliens. 

 

Document Type 
Type of document(s) presented by the newly 
hired employee to verify identity and 
employment eligibility. 

 

Documentarily Qualified 
The description of an alien that has provided all 
documents by the consular officer as sufficient to 
meet the requirements of INA 222(b), and that 
necessary clearance procedures of the consular 
office have been completed. Note that the term 
“Documentarily Qualified” shall only be used to 
describe an alien's qualification to formally apply 
for an immigrant visa – not whether the applicant 
receives the visa or not. 

 

DOL 
DOL is an acronym for the Department of Labor 
of the United States. 

Departamento de Trabajo 

DOS 
Abbreviation for Department of State 

Departamento de Estado 

Dual Intent 
Dual intent is the process of nonimmigrants in E, H, 
and L status that may simultaneously have intent 
to stay in the U.S. temporarily or permanently. 

 

EAD 
An Employment Authorization Document (EAD) is 
a work authorization card that is issued by the 
USCIS. The EAD is the size and shape of driver’s 
license. 

Documento de authorización de trabajo 

Embassy 
Official United States government office located 
in foreign country. Embassies are usually  located 
in the capital of the country. Embassies deal with 
political, economic, and visa issues. The local 
ambassador is in charge of the Embassy. 

Embajada 
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Employer Sanctions 
U.S. employers who hire illegal immigrants are 
subject to civil fines or criminal penalties if a 
pattern of violations is found. 

Employer Sanctions - The employer sanctions 
provision of the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act of 1986 prohibits employers from hiring, 
recruiting, or referring for a fee aliens known to be 
unauthorized to work in the United States. 
Violators of the law are subject to a series of civil 
fines for violations or criminal penalties when 
there is a pattern or practice of violations. 

sanciones impuestas sobre los empleadores 

Employer Verification 
The procedure established by the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA) requiring 
U.S. employers to verify the identity and eligibility 
of individuals to legally work. Form I9 is used for all 
individuals (U.S. citizens and aliens) hired or 
referred for a fee on or after November 7, 1986. 
INA Section 274A, 8 USC Section 1324a. 

Verificación de empleador 

employment authorization document  documento de autorización de empleo 

Employment Authorization Document 
The official name for a work permit and 
authorization by the USCIS to legally take upon 
work in the United States. 

permiso de empleo 

Employment Authorization Letter 
An employment letter is needed for employees 
who wish to be sponsored for nonimmigrant work 
status or permanent resident status. The letter is 
completed by the sponsoring employer. 

carta de permiso de empleo 

Employment Authorized 
The designation that an employee is authorized 
to work in the United States.  

calificado para trabajar  

Employment Eligibility Verification (Form I-9) 
Every time an employer hires a new employee to 
perform labor or services in return for 
wages or other remuneration, the employee and 
the employer must complete the Form I-9.  
This requirement applies to all employees hired 
after November 6, 1986. 

formulario de verificación de aptitud a trabajar 

Employment Verification 
Process of verifying authorization to work in the 
United States. 

verificación de aptitud a trabajar 

 Enforcement (ICE) offices. (Also see Lawful 
Permanent Resident) 

 

entitled to be admitted  con derecho a ser admitido 

entry permit permiso deinternaión 
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Entry Visa 
The visa that the US State Department adds to a 
page in an individual’s passport. The granting of 
an entry visa means that the US State 
Department is eligible to enter the U.S. for a 
particular purpose. Note that an expired visa 
does not affect an individuals legal stay in the 
U.S. As long as the I94 card is valid, the visa can 
be expired. However, if the individual leaves the 
U.S., a valid visa is necessary to enter again. One 
cannot enter the U.S. with an expired visa 

Visa de entrada 

entry; enter entrada; internación 

EOIR 
Abbreviation for Executive Office of Immigration 
Review. 

 

establish eligibility as a refugee  establecer el derecho a la condición de refugiado 
exceptional circumstances  circunstancias excepcionales 

Exchange Visitor 
An exchange visitor is a foreigner who enters the 
United States as a partaker in an official program 
by the Secretary of State for the purpose 
temporarily. Some of the activities could be 
teaching, instructing or lecturing, studying, 
observing, conducting research, consulting, 
demonstrating special skills, or receiving training. 

Exchange Visitor - An alien coming temporarily to 
the United States as a participant in a program 
approved by the Secretary of State for the 
purpose of teaching, instructing or lecturing, 
studying, observing, conducting research, 
consulting, demonstrating special skills, or 
receiving training. 

Visitante provisional 

Exclusion 
Exclusion is the official term for denying an alien 
entry into the United States either through an 
expedited removal procedure or through 
removal proceedings in the presence of an 
immigration judge. 

Exclusion - Prior to the Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 
exclusion was the formal term for denial of an 
alien’s entry into the United States. The decision 
to exclude an alien was made by an immigration 
judge after an exclusion hearing. Since April 1, 
1997, the process of adjudicating inadmissibility 
may take place in either an expedited removal 
process or in removal proceedings before an 
immigration judge. 

exclusión 

exclusión 

exercise of discretion  ejercicio de la discreción 
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expedited hearing  audiencia sin demora 

Expedited Removal - The Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 
authorized the INS to quickly remove certain 
inadmissible aliens from the United States. The 
authority covers aliens who are inadmissible 
because they have no entry documents or 
because they have used counterfeit, altered, or 
otherwise fraudulent or improper documents. The 
authority covers aliens who arrive in, attempt to 
enter, or have entered the United States without 
having been admitted or paroled by an 
immigration officer at a port-of-entry. The INS has 
the authority to order the removal, and the alien 
is not referred to an immigration judge except 
under certain circumstances after an alien makes 
a claim to legal status in the United States or 
demonstrates a credible fear of persecution if 
returned to his or her home country. 

expulsión sin dilación 

expedited removal proceeding  acto de traslado expedito; proceso de traslado 
expedito 

Extension of Stay 
The term used to describe the application 
process of extending the stay period listed on 
Form I 

prórroga 

extreme cruelty  crueldad extrema 
extreme hardship  privación, sufrimiento, adversidad, necesidad, 

opresión extrema 

F1 Status 
F1 is the visa type used by international students 
to enter the United States. The 194 Form in the 
passport will be marked with the letters “F 

Calidad de F1; visa de estudiante 

factual allegations  pretensiones de hechos; aserciones fácticas 
Family Unity Program  Programa de Unidad Familiar 

Fiance of U.S. Citizen 
A nonimmigrant foreigner who enters the United 
States to finalize a valid marriage within ninety 
days of her/his entry with a U.S. citizen  

Fiance(e)s of U.S. Citizen - A nonimmigrant alien 
coming to the United States to conclude a valid 
marriage with a U.S. citizen within ninety days 
after entry. 

Novio de ciudadano estadounidense 
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Files Control Office 
An USCIS field office is either a district or a 
suboffice of that district where foreigners’ case 
files are maintained and controlled. 

Files Control Office - An Immigration and 
Naturalization Service field office--either a district 
(including INS overseas offices) or a suboffice of 
that district--where alien case files are 
maintained and controlled. 

Registro de control 

Final Nonconfirmation 
A final result obtained from the transaction 
database indicating that the employee's work 
eligibility has not been authorized. 

notificación definitiva de no autorización de 
aptitud para trabajar 

firmly resettled  firmemente restablecido 

Fiscal Year 
The fiscal year starts October 1 and ends in 
September 30. 

ejercicio, año fiscal 

Fiscal Year - Currently, the twelve-month period 
beginning October 1 and ending September 30. 
Historically, until 1831 and from 1843-49, the 
twelve-month period ending September 30 of the 
respective year; from 1832-42 and 1850-67, 
ending December 31 of the respective year; from 
1868-1976, ending June 30 of the respective year. 
The transition quarter (TQ) for 1976 covers the 
three-month period, July-September 1976. 

año fiscal, ejercicio 

Foreign Affairs Manual (FAM) 
The abbreviation for Foreign Affairs Manual 
Chapter 41, which relates to nonimmigrant visas. 
Chapter 42 covers immigrant visas. 

 

Foreign Alien/National 
Any person born outside the U.S who is not a U.S. 
citizen or permanent resident.  

extranjero 

Foreign Government Official 
Foreigners who are accredited by a foreign 
government to work as diplomats, public 
ministers, career diplomatic or consular officials, 
other accredited officers, or assistants, servants or 
personal employees of accredited officials, and 
their spouses and dependent children. These 
officials enter the United States for a temporary 
period as nonimmigrants. 

Foreign Government Official - As a nonimmigrant 
class of admission, an alien coming temporarily to 
the United States who has been accredited by a 
foreign government to function as an 
ambassador, public minister, career diplomatic or 
consular officer, other accredited official, or an 
attendant, servant or personal employee of an 
accredited official, and all above aliens’ spouses 

funcionario gubernamental extranjero 
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and unmarried minor (or dependent) children. 

Foreign Information Media Representative 
A foreigner who enters the United States 
temporarily as a bona fide envoy of foreign press, 
radio, film, or other foreign information media 
and the foreigner’s spouse and dependent 
children. 

 

Foreign Information Media Representative - As a 
nonimmigrant class of admission, an alien coming 
temporarily to the United States as a bona fide 
representative of foreign press, radio, film, or 
other foreign information media and the alien’s 
spouse and unmarried minor (or dependent) 
children. 

 

Foreign State of Chargeability - The independent 
country to which an immigrant entering under 
the preference system is accredited. No more 
than 7 percent of the family-sponsored and 
employment-based visas may be issued to 
natives of any one independent country in a 
fiscal year. No one dependency of any 
independent country may receive more than 2 
percent of the family-sponsored and 
employment-based visas issued. Since these limits 
are based on visa issuance rather than entries 
into the United States, and immigrant visas are 
valid for 6 months, there is not total 
correspondence between these two 
occurrences. Chargeability is usually determined 
by country of birth. Exceptions are made to 
prevent the separation of family members when 
the limitation for the country of birth has been 
met. 

 

Foreign-Born 
An individual who was born outside of the United 
States. American citizens can be foreign- 
born, either because they were born abroad to 
at least one parent of U.S. citizenship or 

nacido al exterior 
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because they were naturalized or derived U.S. 
citizenship through their parents. 

forensic document analysis  análisis forense de documentos 
forensic document laboratory  laboratorio forense de documentos 

Form DS 2019 
This is a document that the university or school a 
person is attending provides to the new student 
which allows he or she to enter the U.S. legally 
through a J1 Visa 

 

Former Allegiance: The previous country of 
citizenship of a naturalized U.S. citizen or of a 
person who derived U.S. citizenship. 

 

forms of relief  formas de reparaciones 
Fraudulent Documents 
Identity and/or employment authorization 
documents that are counterfeit or were originally 
legitimate, but have been altered to change the 
identifying information or images to 
represent another person. 

documentos fraudulentos 

frivolous asylum application  solicitud de asilo sin mérito; insuficiente; sin 
fundamento jurídico 

gender related persecution  persecución relacionada con el género 

General Naturalization Provisions 
The General provisions that every naturalization 
applicant must meet such as being 18 years of 
age, a legal permanent resident with five years of 
continuous residence in the United States who 
have been physically present in the country for 
half that period and who have a good character 
for at least that period. 

 

Geographic Area of Chargeability 
This term refers to Africa, East Asia, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Near East and South Asia, 
and the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 
The world is divided into these areas for the 
preliminary admittance of refugees to the United 
States. 

refugiados 

Green Card 
A Green Card, officially known as a Permanent 
Resident Card (Form I151 or Form I551) is 
evidence of lawful permanent resident status in 
the United States. It allows a foreign national to 
live, work legally, travel abroad and return to the 
United States. Green Card holders may also 
apply for U.S. citizenship after a certain period of 
time. 

“mica” 

Green Card 
A slang term describing the Alien Registration 
Card (Form I-551). Many versions of the I- 
551 are actually not green in color. 
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H1B Worker 
The classification of an individual who qualifies to 
perform a specialty occupation in the U.S. The 
current period is three years with an option to 
renew the H1B visa for another 3 years after the 
first period is over 

 

Handbook for Employers (M-274) 
Document that provides a step-by-step 
explanation of what an employer must do to 
meet 
its responsibilities under the Employer Sanctions 
provision of the and 
Nationality Act (INA). It also explains the 
responsibilities and rights of employees in the  
hiring and verification process and provides 
expanded information about how to avoid 
employment discrimination based on citizenship 
or national origin. 

 

having been found removable  habiendo sido encontrado sujeto a traslado 
forzoso 

Hemispheric Ceilings 
The legal numerical limitations on the number of 
immigrants entering the United States from all 
over the world. 

Número tope legal 

Household Income 
The calculation of the income used to determine 
whether a sponsor meets the minimum income 
requirements under Section 213A of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).  

ingreso  

I-9 Form 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
official form which employers must use to 
verify the work authorization status of all newly 
hired workers in the United States. The 
form was developed following passage of the 
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986. 

 

Illegal Alien 
A foreign national who (1) entered the United 
States illegally or with fraudulent 
documentation or (2) who, after entering legally 
as a non-immigrant, violated his/her status  
and remained in the United States without 
authorization. 

extranjero indocumentado 

Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act  

Ley de Reforma a la Inmigración Ilegal y de 
Responsabilidad del Inmigrante 

Illegal ImmigrationReform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) 
A major immigration law enacted on September 
30, 1996. Among other things, IIRIRA 
mandated that the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) conduct and evaluate three 
pilot verification programs, including the Basic 
Pilot Program. 
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Immediate Relatives 
Immediate relatives are spouses of U.S. citizens, 
unmarried citizens’ children under the age 21, 
and parents of citizens 21 years of age or older. 
Immediate relatives are excused from the 
numerical limitations imposed on immigration to 
the United States 

 

Immigrant 
A non-citizen who has been granted permanent 
lawful residence in the United States. 
Immigrants either obtain immigrant visas at 
consular offices overseas or, if a visa number is  
immediately available, adjust their status at the 
United States Immigration and Custom 

inmigrante 

Immigration Act of 1990 
Public Law 101649 that increased the numerical 
limitations on legal immigration to the United 
States, amended the reasons for exclusion and 
deportation, allowed provisional protected status 
to foreigners of some countries, amended and 
established new nonimmigrant entrance classes, 
amended and extended the Visa Waiver Pilot 
Program, and amended naturalization authority 
and requirements. 

 

Immigration and Nationality Act 
The Act regulates the immigration, temporary 
admission, naturalization, and removal of aliens 
besides other U.S. immigration laws, treaties, and 
conventions. 

Ley de inmigración y nationalidad 

Immigration Judge 
A lawyer selected by the Attorney General to 
perform as an administrative judge within the 
Executive Office for Immigration Review. 
Immigration Judges are also in charge of removal 
proceedings. INA Section 240, 8 USC Section 
1229a.  

juez de lo migratorio 

Immigration Marriage Fraud Amendments of 1986 
The law that discourages immigration related 
marriage fraud by stipulating that foreigners who 
get their immigrant status based on a marriage of 
less than two years are conditional immigrants 
and should remove their conditional status by 
applying at an U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services office during the 90 day period before 
the second 

 

immigration officer  agente de inmigración; oficial de inmigración 
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Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 
1986 
The law which was passed to manage and 
discourage illegal immigration to the United 
States by making illegal foreigners who had been 
continuously unlawfully present since 1982 legal, 
legalizing certain agricultural workers, punishing 
employers who intentionally employ 
undocumented workers, and increasing 
enforcement at U.S. borders. 

 

 
Immigration reform and Control Act 1986 (IRCA) 
A controlling immigration law enacted on 
November 6, 1986, designed to gain control over 
immigration. It provides for the legalization of 
certain long-term undocumented aliens and  
agricultural workers, increased border 
enforcement, and made it unlawful to hire 
undocumented workers. It also required the U.S. 
employers verify the identity and work 
authorization status of all newly hired persons. 

 

Immigration Status 
An individual’s immigration status is noted on the 
94 card by an Immigration Inspector at the U.S. 
port I 

calidad migratoria, categoría migratoria 

immigration status característica o calidad migratoria 

 Immigration Status Verifiers (ISVs) 
The group of Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) field office employees who verify 
Immigration status for benefits agencies and Pilot 
employers. One of their functions is to verify the 
status of individuals receiving a tentative 
nonconfirmation from DHS. 

 

improper purpose  propósito indebido 
in absentia order  auto o providencia dictada in absentia 

INA 
See Immigration and Nationality Act. 

 

inadmisible alien  extranjero inadmisible 

Inadmissible 
This term refers to a foreigner who wants to enter 
the United States, but does not meet the 
entrance criteria set in the INA. The foreigner may 
be then removed or permitted to remove his or 
her application for admission in some cases.  

inadmisible 

Industrial Trainee 
See Temporary Worker. 
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Initial Verification 
An automated query of the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) and if necessary, the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
databases. Results will either verify employment  
eligibility or require additional verification. 

 

INS 
Abbreviation of "Immigration and Naturalization 
Service".  The INS changed its official name on 
March 1, 2003 to USCIS (United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services). INS was an extension 
of the U.S. Justice Department with responsibility 
for the admission and control of aliens. 

 

Intending Immigrant 
The terms used to describe any beneficiary of an 
immigrant visa petition filed under INA Section 
204. An intending immigration is any individual 
who will accompany or follow 

 

interactive scheduling  programación interactiva 

International Representative 
A nonimmigrant foreigner who enters the United 
States temporarily as a principal or other 
accredited representative of a foreign 
government to an international organization, an 
international organization officer or employee, 
and the foreigner’s spouse and unmarried 
children. 

 

Intracompany Transferee 
A foreigner who is engaged for at least one 
continuous year out of the last three by an 
international company and who requests to 
come into the United States temporarily to 
continue his/her work for the same employer as a 
manager, executive, or specialized worker, and 
the foreigner’s spouse and unmarried children. 

 

IRCA 
See Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.  

 

J1 Exchange Visitor Visa 
J1 visas are issued to individuals who take part in 
a wide range of exchange visitor programs 
sponsored by schools, businesses and a variety of 
organizations and institutions. The individual's 
Form I 94 should be marked “J” 

 

Joint Sponsor 
The description of a person who accepts legal 
responsibility for supporting an immigrant with 
annother  

copatrono 
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Jurisdiction 
The term used to describe the level of authority to 
apply the law in a given territory or region.  

competencia judicial 

K Fiancée/Fiancé Visa 
K1 Visa, also known as the Fiancée/Fiancé Visa, 
may be used by United States citizens who wish 
to bring their prospective husbands or wives to 
the United States with the intention of getting 
married. 

visa de comprometido/a 

Kentucky Consular Center (KCC) 
KCC is a U.S. Department of State facility located 
in Williamsburg, Kentucky. The main task of the 
office is to provide domestic support to the 
worldwide operations of the Bureau of Consular 
Affairs Visa Office. KCC also manages the 
Diversity Visa (DV) Program.  

 

Labor Certification 
Labor certification is a condition that U.S. 
employers should fulfill in order to hire certain 
skilled workers. The certification is issued by the 
Secretary of Labor and includes attestations by 
U.S. employers as to the statistics of U.S. workers 
available to take on the employment sought 
after by foreigners, and the consequence of the 
foreigner’s work on the wages and working 
conditions of U.S. workers who fold similar jobs. 

certificación laboral 

Labor Condition Application (LCA) 
The LCA is a document which must be filed with 
the Department of Labor (DOL) before and H 

 

Last Residence 
This is a term that is frequently found on 
immigration and visa forms. The country of your 
“Last Residence” is the country that an individual 
lived in before entering the United States. 

 

lawful permanent residence  calidad de residente inmigrado 
Lawful Permanent Resident 
A non-citizen who has been lawfully granted the 
privilege of residing and working 
permanently in the United States. (Also see 
Immigrant) 
Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) 
Any person who is not a citizen of the United 
States and who lives in the U.S. under lawfully 
recognized and legally recorded permanent 
residence as an immigrant. It’s also called 
Permanent Resident Alien, Resident Alien Permit 
Holder, and Green Card Holder. 

residente inmigrado  

lawfully admitted  admitido legalmente 

Scott Robert Loos, M.A., Editor 
                     29



Legal Entry 
The process that most visitors and foreign workers 
go through when entering the United States via 
official borders. A U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service Official inspects your 
documents and grants you permission to enter 
the United States. 

entrada legal 
 
“vigilar la entrada y salida de los nacionales y 
extranjeros, y revisar la documentación de los 
mismos…” 

Legalization Dependents 
The spouses and children of foreigners who 
became legal immigrants under the stipulation of 
the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 
between 1992 and 1994. 

familiares a cargo del extranjero los cuales se 
legalizan 

Legalized Aliens 
It refers to some illegal aliens who were entitled to 
submit an application for temporary resident 
status under the legalization provision of the 
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.  

extranjeros legalizados  

Legitimated 
A child is legitimated if a natural father of a child 
born out of wedlock acknowledges the child 
through a legal procedure. A legitimated child 
from any country has two legal parents and 
cannot qualify as an orphan unless only one of 
the parents is living or both of the parents have 
deserted the child.  

legitimado 

list of free legal service providers  lista de proveedores de servicios legales gratuitos 
lottery  sorteo 
maintenance of status and departure bond  caución relacionada con la conservación de la 

condición y la salida 
mandatory detention  detención obligatoria 

Medical and Legal Parolee  
See Parolee. 

 

Medical Waiver 
A medical waiver allows an immigration 
applicant to be allowed into, or stay in the United 
States even though he/ she have health 
conditions that makes them inadmissible. 

Excención médica. 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
A signed document in which an employer agrees 
to abide by the provisions of the Pilot Program 
and in which the Social Security Administration 
(SSA) and the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) agree to provide certain materials and 
services. 

 

message for toll-free number mensaje para número sin cargo 

Migrant 
A migrant is an individual who departs his/her 
country to live in another country. 

migrante 

moral turpitude  vileza moral; conducta inmoral 
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motion for termination  pedimento de resolución 

MSC 
Formerly the "Missouri Service Center" but now 
called the "National Benefits Center" or NBC.  

 

NACARA 
Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American 
Relief Act. 

 

National 
An individual who has pledged allegiance to a 
certain country. 

ciudadano; de nacionalidad X  

National Interest Waiver (NIW) 
An immigrant visa for which can apply to 
outstanding aliens who are exceptional in their 
field. 

 

National of the United States 
A national of the United States is a citizen of the 
United States, or a person who, though not a 
citizen of the United States, owes permanent 
allegiance to the United States. For more 
information, see INA Section 101(a)(22), 8 USC 
Section 1101(a)(22).  

el que tiene nacionalidad estadounidense 

Nationality 

The description used on an individual’s citizenship 
or country where the person is deemed a 
national.. 

nacionalidad 

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) Official 
A nonimmigrant foreigner who enters the United 
States temporarily as a member of the armed 
forces or as a civilian employed by the armed 
forces on assignment with a foreign government 
signatory to NATO, and the foreigner’s spouse 
and unmarried children. 

OTAN 

Naturalization 
The bestowment of citizenship upon a person 
when he/she is born.  

naturalización 

Naturalization Application 
The form used by legal permanent residents to 
submit an application for U.S. citizenship. 

solicitud de naturalización 

naturalization ceremonies  ceremonias de naturalización 
naturalization court  tribunal de naturalización 
naturalization papers  carta de naturalización 

NBC 
National Benefits Center. The formerly the 
"Missouri Service Center". 

 

non-disclosure of record of proceeding  no divulgación del acta judicial 
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omisión de revelación del acta judicial 
nondisclosure proceeding  procedimiento sin divulgación del acta 

Nondiversity Country 
A country that high rates of immigration to the 
United States. Not that passport holders of non 
diversity countries cannot participate in the 
Diversity Visa Program.  

 

Nonimmigrant 
A foreigner who enters the United States 
temporarily for a specific purpose and who must 
fulfill two requirements: a permanent residence 
overseas and actual qualification for the 
nonimmigrant classification. Some of the 
nonimmigrant classifications are students, 
international representatives, temporary workers 
and trainees, exchange visitors, intracompany 
transferees, NATO officials, religious workers 
among others. Most nonimmigrants can be 
accompanied or joined by spouses and 
unmarried minor children. 

 

Non-Immigrant 
A non-citizen who enters the United States 
temporarily for a specific period of time and 
purpose. This category includes foreign 
government officials, visitors for business and 
pleasure, students and temporary workers. 

no inmigrante 

non-immigrant exchange alien  extranjero bajo programa de intercambio no 
inmigrante 

non-immigrant exchange visitor  visitante bajo programa de intercambio no 
inmigrante 

Nonimmigrant status 
The term used to describe an individual’s status 
for a set period of time. It is a limited status while 
in the United States. The individual is not a 
permanent resident of the United States while on 
a Nonimmigrant Status. 

calidad de no inmigrante 

Nonpreference Category 
This category was removed by the Immigration 
Act of 1990 and used to grant Nonpreference 
visas to qualified applicants who were not 
entitled to a visa under the preferences 
categories. 

 

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
The agreement that governs the mutual trading 
relationship between the United States and 
Canada and establishes a similar relationship with 
Mexico. 

 

Scott Robert Loos, M.A., Editor 
                     32



Not Subject to Numerical Limitation 
This means that an alien is entitled to immigrant 
status as an immediate relative within the 
meaning of INA 201(b)(2)(i), or as a special 
immigrant within the meaning of INA 101(a)(27) 
(A) and (B), unless specifically subject to a 
limitation other than under INA 201(a), (b), or (c). 

 

Notice of Action 
A form issued by the USCIS as a proof that a 
petition or application is received and in process. 
The Notice of Action is also issued by the USCIS as 
a receipt for paid fees. The Notice of Action 
number is I797. This is not a downloadable form, it 
is sent to the applicant by the USCIS 

aviso de tramitación de la solicitud 

notice of asylum-only hearing  aviso de audiencia sólo para asilo 
notice of consequences for failure to appear  aviso de las consecuencias de incomparecencia 
notice of consequences for failure to depart  aviso sobre las consecuencias de no cumplir con la 

orden de salida 
notice of consequences for failure to surrender to 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service for 
removal from the United States  

aviso sobre las consecuencias de no entregarse al 
Servicio de Inmigración y Naturalización para ser 
trasladado fuera de los Estados Unidos 

notice of consequences for knowingly filing a 
frivolous asylum application  

aviso sobre las consecuencias de a sabiendas 
presentar una solicitud de asilo sin mérito; 
insuficiente; sin fundamento jurídico 

notice of deportation hearing  aviso de audiencia de deportación 
notice of hearing of deportation  notificación de audiencia de deportación 
notice of intent to issue a final administrative 
deportation order (form I-851)  

aviso de intención de expedir una orden 
administrativa final de de deportación 

notice of intent to rescind  notificación de intención de rescindir 
notice of intention to rescind and request for 
hearing by alien  

aviso de intención de rescindir y petición de 
audiencia del extranjero 

notice of privilege of counsel  aviso del derecho de abogado 
notice of referral  aviso de remisión 
notice of referral to immigration judge  aviso de remisión a un juez de inmigración 
notice of removal hearing  aviso de audiencia de traslado forzoso 
notice of review of claimed status  aviso de revisión de la condición reclamada 
notice to alien detained for exclusion hearing 
(Form I-122  

 aviso al extranjero detenido para una audiencia 
de exclusión (Formulario I-122) 

notice to appear  citación, cédula de citación, citatorio 
notice to appear for removal proceedings  citación a la dilgenciade traslado forzoso 
Notice to Employee of Tentative Nonconfirmation 
This is a computer generated notice given to an 
employee after a Tentative Nonconfirmation  response 
has been received from the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) or the  Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS).  If an employee contests the Tentative 
Nonconfirmation response, he/she must contact the 
appropriate Government Agency to 
resolve the discrepancy in order to continue 
employment. If an employee contests a Notice  
of Tentative Nonconfirmation, he/she has eight federal 
government work days to resolve 
his/her case. 
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NPRM notice of proposed rule making  

Numerical Limit, Exempt from 
Those foreigners granted lawful permanent 
resident statuses and that are usually exempt 
from numerical limits set by the Immigration Act 
of 1990. Exempt categories consist of immediate 
relatives of U.S. citizens, refugees, asylees, 
Amerasians, aliens adjusted under the 
legalization provisions of the Immigration Reform 
and Control Act of 1986, and certain parolees 
from the former Soviet Union and Indochina. 

exención del límite numérico 

Nursing Relief Act of 1989 
The act allows H1 nonimmigrant registered nurses 
to become legal permanent residents if they had 
been employed as nurses for at least 3 years and 
who meet certain labor certification requirements 

 

Occupation 
It refers to the employment held in the country of 
last legal residence or in the United States for 
those foreigners who enter the United States or 
change status without a labor certification. 
Occupation is the employment for which 
certification has been issued for an alien with a 
labor certification. 

ocupación 

Office of Special Counsel for Immigration-Related 
Unfair Employment Practices 
(OSC) 
Office established in the U.S. Department of 
Justice by the immigration Reform and Control 
Act of 1986 to provide remedies for Immigration 
related discrimination applicable to employer 
sanctions and employment verification. The 
office provides a mechanism for dealing with 
discriminatory employment practices, including 
hiring and discharge from employment based on 
citizenship status or national origin. 

 

one year rule  regla de un año 

OPT 
OPT stands for Optional Practical Training. OPT is 
an opportunity for foreign students to work year 
of off campus. An new OPT can received at 
different study levels. 

Capacitación Práctica Opcional 
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Orphan 
The Immigration and Nationality Act defines an 
orphan for the purposes of immigration to the 
United States as:  

• A child, whose both parents died, 
disappeared, or deserted.  

• The child of an unmarried mother or 
surviving parent may be considered an 
orphan if that parent is unable to care for 
the child suitably and has irrevocably 
released the child for emigration and 
adoption in writing.  

• The child of an unmarried mother may be 
considered an orphan only if the mother 
does not marry and the child’s biological 
father does not legitimate the child.  

• The child of a surviving parent if the 
surviving parent has not married since the death 
of the other parent.  

huérfano 

Overstay 
A visitor who has exceed the stay in the U.S. after 
the date indicated on the Arrival Departure 
Record, Form I 

el que se queda después de vencido el plazo de 
su visita 

Panama Canal Immigrant Act 

• Some ex employees of the Panama 
Canal Company or Canal Zone 
Government, their spouses and 
accompanying children. 

• Some previous employees of the U.S. 
Government in the Panama Canal Zone 
who are Panamanian nationals, their 
spouses and children.  

• Some previous of the Panama Canal 
Company or Canal Zone Government on April 1, 
1979, their spouses and children. The Act provides 
for admission of a maximum of 15,000 immigrants, 
at a rate of no more than 5,000 each year.  

Ley de inmigrantes del Canal de Panamá 

Panel Physician 
An overseas Doctor who is appointed by a local 
U.S. Embassy or Consulate to offer medical exams 
as required by the CDC (Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention) and USCIS (U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services). Medical 
examinations that are not administrated by a 
Panel Physician will not be accepted by USCIS. 

médico 

parole  admisión condicional; libertad bajo palabra 
parole  admitir condicionalmente 
parole board  junta de admisión condicional 
parole someone into the U.S.  admitir a una persona condicionalmente en los 
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EEUU 
paroled aliens  extranjeros admitidos condicionalmente 
parolee  admitido condicionalmente 

Parolee 
A parolee is a foreigner who appears to be 
inadmissible to the inspecting officer; however, 
he/she is permitted to enter the United States for 
urgent humanitarian reasons or when that 
foreigner’s admittance is deemed to be of an 
important public benefit. Parole is not an official 
right of entry to the United States and grants 
temporary status only, which require parolees to 
leave when the conditions supporting their parole 
stop to exist. 

persona admitida condicionalmente 

particularly serious crime  crimen; delito particularmente grave 

Passport 
A document that is issued by the government of 
the country of your citizenship. Passports have 
expiry dates, and while you travel in the U.S. your 
passport must remain valid throughout the entire 
duration of your stay.  
Passport 
Any travel document issued by a competent 
authority showing the bearer's origin, identity  
and nationality, which is valid for the entry of the 
bearer into a foreign country. If this 
document is used for Form I-9 purposes, it must be 
unexpired with either an I-551 stamp or  
an attached Form I-94 indicating unexpired 
employment authorization. 

pasaporte 

penalty  pena, sanción  

Per Country Limit 
The number limits of family sponsored and 
employmemt 

límite por país  

Permanent Resident 
Any person who is not a citizen of the United 
States and who lives in the U.S. under lawfully 
recognized and legally recorded permanent 
residence as an immigrant. It is also called 
Permanent Resident Alien, Resident Alien Permit 
Holder, and Green Card Holder. 

inmigrante emigrado permanente 

Permanent Resident Card, Form I-551, DEC 1997 
Issued by the legacy INS after December 1997. 
The document is valid for 10 years. In the  
current version of the I-551, the card title was 
changed from Resident Alien to Permanent 
Resident Card. 

tarjeta de inmigrante emigrado 

Permanent Resident or Legal Permanent Resident 
A non-citizen who has been lawfully granted the 
privilege of residing and working permanently in 
the United States. 

inmigrante emigrado permanente 
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Petition 
A generic word used to describe the forms used 
by the USCIS to determine eligibility for different 
visa categories.  

solicitud 

plausible in light of country conditions  creíble, dadas las condiciones del país; verosímil, 
dadas las condiciones del país 

political asylee asilado político 

Port of Entry 
Any location in the United States or its territories 
where foreigners and U.S. citizens alike can enter 
the United States such as airports and border 
crossings. 

puerto de entrada 

Practical Training 
A work program designed to let foreign students 
work in the United States after of during their 
university degree. 

capacitación práctica 

Pre inspection 
The process of inspecting airport passengers 
before departing from foreign countries to the 
United States. The United States immigration does 
not require inspection upon arrival, however. 

primera inspección  

preclude  precluir; impedir; prevenir 

Preference System (Immigration Act of 1990) 
The nine classes under which the family 
sspponsored and employment 

• The family-sponsored preferences are: 
• 1. Unmarried sons and daughters of U.S. 

citizens 
• 2. Spouses, children, and unmarried sons 

and daughters of permanent resident 
aliens 

• 3. Married sons and daughters of U.S. 
citizens 

• 4. Brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens. 
• The employment based preferences are: 
• 5. Investors 
• 6. Priority workers or those individuals that 

possess extraordinary abilities 
• 7. Professionals with advanced degrees or 

foreigners with exceptional ability 
• 8. Skilled workers, professionals without 

advanced degrees, and needed 
unskilled workers 

• 9. Special immigrants  

sistema de preferencia 

Prescreen 
To evaluate the employment authorization status 
of an individual before hiring him/her. 
This practice is prohibited by the Immigration and 
Control Act of 1986. 

examen de control 
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Prevailing Wage 
This is the wage that is provided by the 
Employment Development Department (EDD) 
after the sponsoring company has submitted a 
Prevailing Wage Determination Request. 

salario  

prima facie eligibility  idoneidad, capacidad prima facie 

Principal Alien 
It is the foreigner who submits an application for 
immigrant status and from whom another 
foreigner may get lawful status under immigration 
law or regulations such as spouses and children. 
The principal is the primary person applying as 
opposed to dependent. Example; TN is a 
principal classification, and TD is the dependent 
classification. 

extranjero principal 

Priority Date 
This term refers to the date a petition is filed 
during a USCIS Immigrant visa application 
process. If the foreigner relative has a priority 
date on or before the date listed in the visa 
bulletin, then he or she is currently eligible for a 
visa. 

fecha de prioridad 

Quota system 
The system used to limit the number of visas 
available to each country for particular visa 
classifications. 

sistema de cuotas 

Re Entry Permit 
A declaration of an individual’s intention to 
maintain U.S. permanent residence during 
prolonged absence from the United States. Its 
official name is "Form I131, Application for Travel 
Document." 

permiso de reingreso 

record of negative credible fear finding and 
request for review by immigration judge (I- 869)  

acta de fallo negativo sobre temor creíble y 
petición de revisión por un juez de inmigración (I-
869) 

record of proceeding (ROP)  acta de la diligencia, actuaciones  
records check  verificación, inspección, comprobación, repaso, 

examen, compulsa, cotejo de los archivos, de las 
actas, de los documentos 

Referral Notice 
An employee contesting a Tentative 
Nonconfirmation response from the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) or the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), is provided with the 
appropriate agency referral notice instructing 
his/her to contact the government within 8 
Federal Government workdays from the date of 
referral to resolve any discrepancy in his/ her 
record. 

aviso de remisión 
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Refugee 
A refugee is anybody who is incapable or 
reluctant to go back to his/her country of 
nationality while they are in another country 
because he/she will be persecuted or afraid of 
being persecuted. The reasons for persecution or 
fear of persecution have to be the foreigner’s 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a 
unique social group, or political views. The 
country of nationality is considered to be the 
country in which the foreigner most recently lived 
for those without nationality. Refugees are 
entitled to adjust to the legal permanent resident 
category after one year of continuous presence 
in the United States. 

refugiado 

Refugee Approvals 
The number of refugees that are permitted to be 
admitted into the United States during a fiscal 
year. 

tipo de aprobación de internación de refugiados 

Refugee Arrivals 
The number of refugees that actually entered the 
United States during a fiscal year. 

tipo de internación annual de refugiados 

Refugee Authorized Admissions 
The ceiling number of refugees allowable to 
come into the United States during a fiscal year 
which is decided by the President of the United 
States after consulting with Congress. 

internación autorizada por refugiado 

Refugee Parolee 
Refugee parolees are those individuals who 
eligible for provisional admittance to the United 
States between February 1970 and April 1980, but 
could not be accepted because of insufficient 
numbers of seventh preference visas. As a 
consequence, these individuals entered the 
United States as parolees 

internado provisional por refugiado 

refugee status  condición de refugiado; calidad de refugiado, 
categoría de refugiado 

Regional Offices 
There are three USCIS Regional Offices that 
supervise the work of USCIS Districts and Border 
Patrol Sectors. They are located in Burlington, VT, 
for the Eastern Region, Dallas, TX, for the Central 
Region, and Laguna Nigel, CA, for the Western 
Region. 

oficinas regionales 

Registry Date 
Aliens who have continuously resided in the 
United States since January 1, 1972, are of good 
moral character, and are not inadmissible, are 
eligible to adjust to legal permanent resident 
status under the registry provision. Before the 

fecha de registro 
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Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 
amended the date, aliens had to have been in 
the country continuously since June 30, 1948 to 
qualify. 

Regulation 
A rule which is established under the provisions of 
INA 104(a). The rule is further duly published in the 
Federal Register.  

regla 

religious worker asociado religioso 

removable alien  extranjero sujeto a traslado forzoso 
removal  traslado [al país de procedencia] traslado forzoso, 

repatriación, expulsión 

Removal 
The process of removing foreigners from the 
United States which justified because they are 
found to be either inadmissible or deportable. 

remoción, expulsión 

removal hearing  audiencia de traslado forzoso 
removal of inadmissible and deportable aliens  traslado de extranjeros deportables e inadmisibles 
removal proceeding  procedimiento de traslado 
removal process  proceso de traslado; proceso de expulsión 
remove  trasladar; deportar; expulsar 
remove at government expense  repatriar a expensas del gobierno 
remove from a vessel or aircraft  hacer bajar a tierra de un barco o aeronave 
remove undocumented aliens  repatriar extranjeros indocumentados 

Request for Evidence (RFE) 
A letter that the USCIS uses to request additional 
information on a pending case. 

pedido de pruebas 

Required Departure 
See Voluntary Departure. 

salida obligatoria 

reserved decision  decisión reservada 

Resettlement 
The process of relocating refugees permanently 
to a place outside their country of origin and 
permit them to become legal residents of that 
place. Refugee resettlement is done through 
private charitable agencies that work with the 
Department of Health and Human Services Office 
of Refugee Resettlement to help refugees 
relocate. 

reasentamiento 

Resident Alien 
Any person who is not a citizen of the United 
States and who lives in the U.S. under lawfully 
recognized and legally recorded permanent 
residence as an immigrant. It is also called 

inmigrante inmigrado 
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Permanent Resident Alien, Resident Alien Permit 
Holder, and Green Card Holder. 

resident alien [inmigrante] inmigrado 

return s.o. to country of origen devolverlo al país de origen 

Returning Resident 
Any legal Permanent Resident who has been 
outside the United States and is returning to the 
U.S. It is also called special immigrant. The 
returning resident must submit an application to 
be readmitted to the U.S if he/she was outside of 
the United States for more than 180 days. He /she 
is generally required to have a re 

inmigrante especial; inmigrante que regresa a 
EEUU 

Revalidation of a Visa 
Another term for renewal of a visa.  

renovación de visa 

Safe Haven 
Impermanent protection granted to refugees or 
asylees who have run away from their countries 
of origin to request help, safety or respite from 
persecution or other hardships. The protection is 
usually granted until they can go back to their 
countries safe and sound or, if needed, until they 
can get permanent relief from the conditions 
they are running away from. 

asilo 

safe third country  tercer país seguro 
Sanctions (Employer) 
Prohibition’s of Section 274A of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act that make it unlawful to  
hire or continue to employ workers who are not 
authorized to work in the United States. It  
provides for fines and imprisonment for employers 
who knowingly hire workers who are not  
work authorized. 

sanciones de empleador 

sanctions for contemptuous conduct  sanciones por contumacia 

SAW 
Abbreviation for Special Agricultural Worker. 

obrero agrícola especial 

Secondary Verification 
The second stage of employment verification 
under the Pilot Programs. For the Department  
of Homeland Security (DHS), an Immigration 
Status Verifier reviews the case to determine  
the availability of additional information relevant 
to an employee's work authorization 
status. This step is required if there is a mismatch 
between the Social Security 

verificación secundaria 
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Administration (SSA) and the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) databases and the 
employee information entered by the employer. 

Secure Documents 
Documents that have special features such as 
holograms, embedded images, biometric 
identifiers, or other security features that make 
them difficult to counterfeit. Such 
documents are typically issued through processes 
that are also secure. 

documentos controlados 

Service Centers 
There are four service offices in the United States 
that are responsible for filing, data entry, and 
arbitration of some applications for immigration 
services and benefits. Service Centers are not 
staffed to receive walk 

Centros de servicio 

SEVIS 
SEVIS stands for “The Student Exchange Visitor 
Information System”. This particular system is used 
by the federal government to monitor student 
visas in the United States. 

 

significant possibility  posibilidad significativa 

Special Agricultural Workers (SAW) obreros agrícolas especiales 

Special Immigrants 
Some classes of immigrants who were excepted 
from numerical restrictions before fiscal year 1992 
and subject to control under the employment 

inmigrantes especiales 
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Special Naturalization Provisions 
Such special provisions permit special classes of 
persons to become U.S. citizens despite the fact 
that they do not meet all the common 
requirements for naturalization: Wives or 
husbands of U.S. citizens are allowed to file for 
naturalization after three years of legal 
permanent residence instead of the general five 
years period  

• Surviving spouses of a U.S. citizen who 
worked in the armed forces are allowed 
to file for naturalization in any district 
instead of where he/she resides  

• Children of U.S. citizen parents can 
become citizens without meeting certain 
requirements or taking the oath if they are 
too young to comprehend the meaning  

• Other categories of persons who may  
qualify for special consideration such as previous 
U.S. citizens, servicemen, seamen, and 
employees of organizations supporting U.S.  
interests overseas.  

disposiciones especiales  de naturalización 

special rule for battered spouses  regla especial para esposas maltratadas 

Sponsor 
To sponsor a foreigner means to bring to the 
United States or petition for that foreigner in the 
immigration sense. A "sponsor" is also a person 
who completes Form I 

patrono 

Sponsored Immigrant 
An immigrant on whose behalf a sponsor has 
executed an affidavit of support. The affidavit of 
support includes any spouse or child who will 
accompany or follow 

inmigrado patrocinado 

State Department response  respuesta del Departamento de Estado 

Stateless 
A person who is not a national of any country. 

apátrida 

stay in the country estancia en el país 

Stowaway 
A foreigner who comes secretly to the United 
States by hiding in an airplane or ship without 
being officially authorized to enter. Such a person 
will be denied admission and will be returned to 
the point of embarkation by the transporter. 

polizón 
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Student 
A nonimmigrant foreigner who comes to the 
United States temporarily to study in an approved 
program in either an academic such as college, 
university, seminary, conservatory, academic 
high school, elementary school, other institution, 
or language training program; a vocational or 
other recognized nonacademic organization. 

estudiante 

Sub Offices 
Offices established in some Districts so as to 
provide many services and enforcement 
functions and to increase convenience to 
customers. 

suboficinas 

Subject to the Numerical Limit 
The classes of legal immigrants subject to 
numerical limitations under the provisions of the 
flexible numerical limit of 675,000 set by the 
Immigration Act of 1990. The largest classes are 
the family 

clases sujetas a limitaciones numéricas 

submit documents  presentar documentos 
supplemental asylum application  solicitud de asilo suplementaria 
surrender for removal o  presentarse; personarse; entregarse para su 

expulsión 

Suspension of Deportation 
A remedy in deportation proceedings which must 
be initiated before removal proceedings began 
under the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 [IIRAIRA] on 
April 1, 1997. It involves certain individuals who 
have been in the U.S. for 7 or 10 years and who 
met other criteria as set forth in former INA 
Section 244(a). 

suspensión de deportación 

SWA 
Abbreviation for State Workforce Agency.  

 

swear in citizens  tomar el juramento a los que adquieren la 
ciudadanía; ratificar la protesta del que solicita la 
ciudadanía; juramentar a quien adquiere la 
ciudadanía 

swearing-in ceremony  ceremonia de juramento; ceremonia de jura de 
bandera; jura de bandera 

swearing-in session  sesión de jura; sesión de juramento 
Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements 
(SAVE) 
An intergovernmental information sharing 
program administered by the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) and used by benefit 
issuing agencies and employment verification  
pilot employers to determine a non-citizen's 
immigration status. 

 

temporary protected status  característica de refugiado provisional 
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Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
The TPS sets up a legislative foundation for 
permitting a group of people provisional refuge in 
the United States. The Attorney General may 
select nationals of a foreign country to be 
entitled for TPS with a finding that conditions in 
that country present a risk to personal safety 
because of continuing armed wars or a natural 
catastrophe. TPS is allowed for periods of 6 to 18 
months in the beginning and may be extended 
depending on the situation. Removal procedures 
are generally suspended against foreigners while 
they are in Temporary Protected Status. 

refugiados provisionales 

Temporary Resident  
See Nonimmigrant. 

inmigrante provisional 

Temporary Worker 
Nonimmigrant temporary worker classes of 
admission, who come to the United States to 
work temporarily, are:  

• H 1A 
• H 1 B 
• H 1C 
• H 2A 
• H 2B 
• H 3 
• O 1,0 
• P 1, P 

• Q 1, Q 
• R 1., R  

trabajador provisional 

Tentative Nonconfirmation 
The new employee’s information is compared to 
Government records and can not be confirmed. 
The employee must contact either the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) or the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) to resolve the 
discrepancy in order to continue  employment. 

no confirmación provisional 

tourist  turista 

Transaction Database 
The administrative database that captures all 
Basic Pilot transactions by employers, Social  
Security Administration (SSA) and the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS). 

base de datos de transacciones 
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Transit without Visa (TWOV) 
A transit alien admitted under agreements with a 
transportation line, which assures instant and 
incessant passage to a foreign destination 
without a nonimmigrant visa. 

transmigrante sin visa 

transitional period custody rules  reglas de custodia del período de transición 

Treaty Country 
A foreign state which is qualified as a Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce, or Navigation or its 
equivalent exists with the United States of 
America. 

País con el cual existe un tratado 

Treaty Trader or Investor 
A nonimmigrant foreigner coming to the United 
States, under the provisions of a treaty of 
commerce and navigation between the United 
States and the foreign state of such alien, to 
perform extensive trading or to manage the 
business in which he/she has invested a 
considerable sum of money in addition to the 
spouse and unmarried minor children. 

comerciante de tratado o inversionista de tratado 

TSC 
The acronym for two instances: Texas Service 
Center OR Terrorist Screening Center.  

 

U.S. Citizen 
An individual who is born in the United States or 
attains U.S. citizenship by being born 
abroad to U.S citizen parents, by being 
naturalized or by deriving citizenship following 
his/her parents' naturalization. 

ciudadano de EEUU 

Unauthorized Worker 
A non-citizen who does not have legal permission 
to work in the United States because of 
his/her immigration status or because he/she has 
applied and been found ineligible for work  
authorization. 

inmigrante sin permiso de trabajar 

Underrepresented Countries, Natives of 
Natives of those countries that received less than 
25 percent of the utmost visa numbers allowed 
under the country limitations. 

nativos de países subrepresentados 

Undocumented Immigrant 
A non-citizen who does not have permission to 
enter or reside in the United States. (Also 
see Illegal Alien.) 

inmigrante indocumentado 

United States 
The agreement that governs the mutual trading 
relationship between the United States and 
Canada and establishes a similar relationship with 
Mexico. 

Estados Unidos 
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USCIS 
USCIS is abbreviated for United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. It is a bureau created 
under the Department of Homeland Security. The 
former official name was INS, but INS was 
replaced by USCIS on 3/1/2003.  

Servicios de Ciudadanía e Inmigración de Estados 
Unidos 

vacated  anulado; revocado; cancelado; rescindido 

Visa  
A United States visa grants the holder the right to 
apply for entry to the United States, but does not 
grant the visa holder the right to enter the United 
States. Entry can be refused at the port of entry. 
The Department of State (DOS) is in charge of 
visa administration at U.S. Embassies and 
Consulates outside of the U.S. The Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), Bureau of Customs and 
Border Protection (BCBP) immigration inspectors 
decide admittance, duration of stay and 
conditions in the U.S. at a port of entry. DHS 
immigration inspectors will record the terms of 
your admission on your I 

visa 

visa waiver pilot program  programa piloto de exención de visa 
visa waiver pilot program agreement (Form I-775)  acuerdo conforme al programa piloto de 

exención de visa (Formulario I-775) 

Visa Waiver Program 
The program permits citizens of certain countries 
to enter the U.S. for business or pleasure up to 90 
days. The following countries are currently in the 
visa waiver program: Andorra, Austria, Australia, 
Belgium, Brunei, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, 
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, 
San Marino, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. 

Programa de exención de visa 

visitor visitante 

Voluntary Departure 
A foreigner departs voluntarily from the United 
States without an order of removal with or without 
a preceding hearing before an immigration 
judge. A foreigner who departs voluntarily admits 
removability but he/she is not barred from 
seeking admission at a port 

salida voluntaria 

voluntary departure at the conclusion of 
proceedings  

salida voluntaria al concluir el proceso 

voluntary departure bond  caución de salida voluntaria 
voluntary departure order  orden de salida voluntaria 
voluntary departure prior to completion of 
proceedings  

salida voluntaria previa a la conclusión del proceso 

voluntary removal  salida voluntaria; traslado voluntario 
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VSC 
Vermont Service Center.  

 

Waiver 
The term used to describe the change of 
inadmissibility for certain aliens, either in the 
United States or outside the United States. 

Exención 

warning regarding knowingly filing a frivolous 
asylum application  

advertencia interesando el presentar a sabiendas 
una solicitud de asilo sin fundamento jurídico 

Western Hemisphere 
Used on North America, Central America, South 
America, and the adjacent islands according to 
INA 101(b)(5). 

Hemisferio Occidental 

Withdrawal 
Withdrawal happens if arriving foreigners 
voluntarily withdraw their application for 
admission to the United States instead of having 
to appear in front of an immigration judge for a 
removal hearing or a fast removal. Withdrawals 
are not listed under a person’s nonimmigrant 
admittance data 

retiro de la solicitud de admisión 

withholding of deportation  aplazamiento de la deportación 
withholding of removal  aplazamiento del traslado 

Work Permit 
A work permit is normally used to describe an 
Employment Authorization Document.  

permiso de trabajo 
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